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Bruce Richards of Scientific Anglers introduced the first American standard for Spey lines at the annual
general meeting of the American Fly Fishing Trade Association. The new standards were unanimously approved by the
board at the September 15 meeting in Denver Colorado.

The new standards presented by Richards were developed after extensive consultation with Spey experts
associated with various manufacturers including Jim Vincent and Simon Gawesworth of Rio Products and others.

The adoption of the new standard will not require any product recall or repackaging. The manufacturers
agreed to integrate the new standards as they produce new product and packaging. Richards expects most Spey lines
sold in the U.S. to adhere to the new standard within two years. Rod manufacturers are expected to begin labelling their
rods according to the line standards as well.

The new standard describes four different line designs (shooting head, short belly, medium belly, and long
belly) which will be identified by the letters H, S, M, and L respectively. Each line category has a different allowable
grain weight over a given length of line. For instance, a line advertised as a 9-weight shooting head would have a grain
weight of 430 (28 grams) in the first 40 feet. A long belly 9-weight would have 780 grains (51 grams) in the first 80
feet. The new standards will have a +/- tolerance value, but those levels have not yet been determined.

Spey Line Standards
Shooting Head

Head length 30'-50'
measured at 40'

Short Belly
Head length 50'-60'

measured at 55'

Medium Belly
Head length 60'-70'

measured at 65'

Long Belly
Head length 70' or

more
measured at 80'

Line Weight grains/grams grains/grams grains/grams grains/grams

6 250/16.2 420/27.3 460/29.9 600/39
7 300/19.5 470/30.5 510/33.1 650/42.2
8 360/23.4 530/34.4 570/37 710/46.1
9 430/27.9 600/39 640/41.6 780/50.6
10 510/33.1 680/44.2 720/46.8 860/55.8
11 600/39 770/50 810/52.6 950/61.7
12 700/45.5 870/56.5 910/59.1 1050/68.2

Rio Spey Lines in grains current (old)

5/6 365 (330)

6/7/8
6/7

455 490

7/8/9
7/8

500 525 560 900

8/9/10
8/9

580 585 640 1100

9/10/11
9/10

660 650 725 1250 (1300)

10/11/12
10/11

730 750 (740) 875 1400 (1500)

11/12/13
11/12

845 895 (900) 1100


